
 

 

Why Proposition A 
Proposition A is before 
us on the ballot this No-
vember to provide the 
funding necessary to 
begin the process of 
establishing a regional 
fire protection agency.  
We are the only county 
in Southern California 
that does not have one, 
making us dependent 
on state and mutual aid 
whenever our wildfires 
start up.  As members 
of the League of 
Women Voters in East 
San Diego County, we 
have been studying the 
problem for the past few 
years and following the 
actions leading up to the 
present proposal. 
 
Much work has been 
done since the 2003 
wildfire resulting in an 
excellent plan working 
with LAFCO (Local 
Agency Formation Com-
mission) and Regional 
Fire Chiefs. This plan 
was presented to the 
County Board of Super-
visors early this year to 
provide funding for this 
Agency.  At that point a 
new committee was 
formed with San Diego 
City and the Supervi-
sors. This committee 

came back with a 
ñHybrid Planò that in-
cluded much of the 
LAFCO proposal but 
included the cities of 
San Diego County in the 
project. 
 
The funding in this pro-
posal is a parcel tax of 
$52 per parcel. 
 

While there is some 
feeling that the plan is 
not perfect, what is?  
There are pros and 
cons to the proposal.  
One of the cons is that 
the parcel tax is unfair 
with small parcel tax-
payers paying the same 
as larger owners.  There 
is another concern over 
the allocation of funds. 
 
Pros point out that we 
will continue to have 
wildfires and without the 
approval of a parcel tax, 
nothing will be done.  
We should all be willing 
to pay $1.00 a day for 
the protection of our 

property. It is a respon-
sibility issue. 
 
Barbara Collis, Fire 
Safety Board Member 
 

County League 
Day 
On January 23rd, at 
County League Day, 
those in attendance 
heard from Senator 
Christine Kehoe, Chair 
of the Senate Appro-
priations Committee 
and the Joint Legisla-
tive Committee on 
Emergency Manage-
ment.  Senator Kehoe 
has been asked by the 

Governor to carry legis-
lation that would add 
4.8% to all property in-
surance premiums to 
fund emergency ser-
vices throughout Califor-
nia. 
 
The three revenue 
streams that California 
depends on come from 
property taxes, income 
taxes, and sales taxes.  
All three have de-
creased dramatically 
and California is running 
record deficits.  In one 
year California spent $1 
billion to fight fires, 
money that was not 
budgeted.  So how can 

we protect ourselves 
and our property from 
wildfires with local and 
statewide agencies de-
creasing staff and not 
able to afford necessary 
equipment? 
 
We learned that the 
study done by the 
County League is ready 
and will be presented at 
their February meeting.  
It will then be distributed 
to the local leagues for 
review. 
 
This will be the subject 
at the March 18th unit 
meeting of the East 
County League.  
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Calendar  

February 18ñ 5 p.m.  
Board Meeting at Helix 
Water District 
 

February 18ñ12:30 p.m. 
Unit MeetingñEl Cajon 
LibraryñJuvenile Justice 
(See page 2) 

 



 

 

Juvenile Justice and the February Unit Meeting 

The League of Women Voters of 
Californiaôs Dependency Position in 
brief: 

Supports a juvenile justice/
dependency system which works 
to prevent child abuse and ne-
glect and juvenile delinquency, 
which serves foster children and 
their families and status offend-
ers, and which rehabilitates juve-
nile offenders; by promoting the 
safety and well-being of children 
and helping to prepare them for 
productive participation in soci-
ety 

Supports early identification of at
-risk children and families, fol-
lowed by appropriate referrals to 
services which work with chil-
dren, youth, families and schools 

Supports community efforts to 
provide safe supportive environ-
ments for children and their fami-
lies, and institutions that respect 
them and promote nonviolent 
solutions to problems 

Supports the rights and best in-
terests of the child in preference 
to those of any other individual. 

The California League spent four 
years doing research and having 
discussions across the state with law 
enforcement, the courts, state and 
county government officials, acade-
mia, as well as many dedicated pro-
fessionals and volunteers working in 
the field.  They dedicated a special 
edition of the California Voter to the 
study in 1999.  The entire study can 
be found on the state League web-
site. 

The California League President Gail 
Dryden said at the time that reading 
through the study reminded her of 
statements she had heard all her life 
such as: ñAn ounce of prevention is 
worth a pound of cureò and ñA stitch 
in time saves nine.ò  The study 
showed that early intervention in the 
lives of at-risk children is more apt to 
assure success in keeping children 
out of further trouble.  

The publication which is a compen-
dium of pilot programs, studies and 
excerpts from articles, points to the 
truth of those age-old proverbs.  The 
article provides a sobering view of 
the problems faced by children in our 
society, but also shows the rich 
promise of intervention strategies 
that truly benefit our children, if we 
act early. 

At the February 18th East County 
Unit meeting, Peggy Dyer, the 
County League Chair on this subject, 
will provide updated information on 
this important topic.  The meeting will 
be held at 12:30 at the El Cajon Li-
brary.  
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DO YOU ENJOY A SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA?  
 
Many of us enjoy listening to a great symphony orchestra, but we really donôt like to travel downtown and have to 
find and pay for parking.  Well, we have a wonderful community orchestra much closer to us with plenty of free 
parking.  The Tifereth Israel Community Orchestra performs five times a year at Cohen Social Hall, Tifereth Israel 
Synagogue, 6660 Cowles Mountain Boulevard, San Diego, California.  This is in the San Carlos region of San 
Diego near the connection of Route 125 and Navajo Road. 

The concerts are on Tuesday at 7:30 pm except for the July concert.  The cost is $15 per person.  The remaining 
concerts are: 

February 2, 2010 ðHumor in Classical Music 

March 23, 2010 ðSoloists Juanita Cummins, violin, and Deylynn Ketcherside, Soprano 

June 8, 2010ðKaren Elaine, viola 

July 25, 2010 at 3 pmð The Annual Pops Concert   

 

Pat Misner 
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The Kendalls will donate $300 to the League at the 

close of escrow (buyers and sellers).  Call for further 

information. 

At this monthôs Unit Meeting on Janu-
ary 21, we heard from Dr. Shelly Val-
dez, the Director of Regional Collabo-
ration for Cal-PASS.  Cal---PASS 
stands for the California Partnership 
for Achieving Student Success, an ini-
tiative that collects, analyzes and 
shares student data in order to track 
performance and improve success 
from elementary school through uni-
versity. Dr. Valdez shared with us the 
positive aspects of this new approach 
to improving education that is currently 
in place at all of our East County 
School Districts.  

Through the Cal-PASS project, over 
7,700 elementary, middle, high 
schools, colleges and universities are 
learning answers to questions regard-
ing student performance (including 
transitions), degree achievements and 
timetables, ways to improve instruc-
tion, and ways to increase student suc-
cess. Anonymous data is gathered 
from these entities and this data is 
analyzed in different ways to look for 
trends and areas for improvement.    

Over 60 Cal-PASS Professional Learn-
ing Councils across the state, made up 
of regional teams of discipline-based 
faculty from elementary, middle school, 
high school, community college and 
university segments, collaborate to 
discuss curriculum, exemplary teach-
ing practices, instructional materials, 
and performance measures, which are 
shared and reviewed in light of transi-
tion data. These faculty conversations 
lead to student success through better 
aligned curricula across segments, 
improved instructional strategies, and 
better student outcomes as they transi-
tion from segment to segment.  

 
Students, faculty and institutions all 
benefit from this collection of data. Stu-
dents are better prepared and more 
likely to succeed in the next phase of 
their education. Faculty are empow-
ered to track their studentsô progres-
sion and align curriculum as needed. 
Institutions benefit by having more pre-
pared students who achieve greater 
outcomes.  

In the past, bureaucracies and differing 
computer software hindered this type 
of data collection and information shar-
ing.  But today, Cal-PASS has helped 
to make it all possible. 

For more information on Cal-PASS, 
please vis i t  their  webs i te at 
www.calpass.org. 

Note:  You donôt have to be a 

League member  to come to a unit 

meeting.  Come and hear from our 

speakers; there is always something 

new to learn.   Bring a friend.  

January Unit Meeting on Cal-PASS by Elana Levens-Craig 

Six Facts about the State of the Union Address 

 
1. The presidentôs annual message has its origins in the Consti-
tution and was modeled after a British tradition. 
2. Senators are seated towards the front of the House chamber.  
Only Congressional leaders and the administration can bring 
guests. 
3. Thomas Jefferson broke with tradition to deliver his address 
in writing.  Subsequent presidents followed suit until Woodrow 
Wilson delivered his 1913 message in person. 
4. Harry S. Truman delivered the first televised speech in 1947.  
George W. Bushôs 2002 speech was the first to be streamed live 
online. 
5. Lyndon B. Johnson moved the speech from daytime to eve-
ning to increase television viewership.  Over the years the 
speeches have been tailored more towards the public than Con-
gress. 
6. Along with one member of the presidentôs Cabinet, two Mem-
bers of the House and Senate skip the event should tragedy hit 
during the event.  This tradition began after 9/11. 


