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Ballot Measures Certified for June 8 Primary Election

There are five proposi-
tions certified for the
June 8 ballot.

One of the propositions
you will see is Proposi-
tion 14, Elections:
Open Primaries.

Existing provisions of
the California Constitu-
tion require the Legisla-
ture to provide for pri-
mary elections for parti-
san offices, including an
open presidential pri-
mary election. The
Constitution also pro-
vides that all judicial,
school, county, and city
offices are nonpartisan
offices, and a political
party or party central
committee is prohibited
from endorsing, sup-
porting, or opposing a
candidate for such of-
fice.

This measure, which
would be known as the
“Top Two Primaries
Act,” would provide for
a “voter-nominated pri-
mary election” for each
state elective office and
congressional office in
California, in which a
voter may vote at the

primary election for any
candidate for a congres-
sional or state elective
office without regard to
the political party pref-
erence disclosed by the
candidate or the voter.

The measure would fur-
ther provide that a can-
didate for a congres-
sional or state elective
office generally may
choose whether to have
his or her political party
preference indicated
upon the ballot for that
office in the manner to
be provided by statute.
The measure would pro-
hibit a political party or
party central committee
from nominating a can-
didate for a congres-
sional or state elective
office at the primary,
but the measure would
permit a political party
or central committee to
endorse, support, or op-
pose a candidate for
congressional or state
elective office. The two
candidates receiving the
two highest vote totals
for each office at a pri-
mary election, regard-
less of party preference,
would then compete for

the office at the ensuing
general election.

This measure would
require the Legislature
to provide for partisan
elections for presiden-
tial candidates, political
party committees, and
party central steering
committees. The Super-
intendent of Public In-
struction would be a
nonpartisan office.

If the measure is ap-
proved by the voters, it
would become operative
on January 1, 2011.

Other propositions are:
Proposition 13: Prop-
erty Tax: new construc-
tion exclusion: seismic
retrofitting.

Proposition 15: Politi-
cal Reform Act of 1974:
California Fair Elec-
tions Act of 2008.

Proposition 16: New
Two-Thirds Vote Re-
quirements for Local

Public Electricity Pro-
vides. Initiative Consti-
tutional Amendment.

Calendar

March 1& 5 p.m.
Board Meeting at Helix
Water District

March 18 12:30 p.m.
Unit Meeting EIl Cajon
Libraryi Fire Protectiorn

and Local Program Plan-

ning

March2d Tom Ha
City League Luncheon
Clean Elections (Chec
out lwvsandiego.org fg
more information)

Proposition 17: Allows
Auto Insurance Compa-
nies to Base their Prices
in Part on a Driver’s
History of Insurance
Coverage. Initiative
Statute.

For more information
on ballot measures go to
WWW.s0S.ca.gov/
elections/2010 -
elections.
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February Unit Meeting on Juvenile Justice

In the last Voter there was an article
on the California League’s Depend-
ency Position in preparation for the
February Unit Meeting.

Peggy Dyer, Juvenile Justice Portfo-
lio for the Interleague Organization,
gave us an excellent presentation on
what is happening with juvenile jus-
tice.

The good news is that the instances
of child abuse have decreased from
1993 when there were a total of
8,075 reports to 2008 when 2,998
reports were made.

Some of the actions taken that have
caused this decrease include the use
of Proposition 10 funds in hospitals
to support programs that identify at-
risk parents and provide home follow
-up services, the expansion of day
care programs, early intervention
programs responding to all reports of
abuse, and improved foster care pro-
grams with minors spending less
time in temporary foster care. An-
other improvement is that parents
who need help with drug or alcohol
addiction can get immediate access
to treatment programs and if they
don’t attend, the court will begin
termination of their parental rights
and place the children with a guard-
ian or place them into foster care.
There have also been improvements
in services to adolescents when they
age out of foster care that help pre-
vent them from becoming homeless
or ending up in jail. There are inde-
pendent living classes available that
teach foster children how to get on in
the world and some housing avail-
able when they age out of the sys-
tem. Some junior colleges now

guarantee admittance to foster chil-
dren who meet the requirements.

One of the best success stories has
been San Pasqual Academy in Es-
condido, the first-in-the-nation resi-
dential school for foster kids. The
2009 seniors had a 100% graduation
rate and half will go on to college.
The school was built with donations,
including generous donations from
members of the County Board of
Supervisors and houses 184 foster
children. For more information on
this facility go to sanpasquala-
cademy.org.

Another successful program is the
California Youth Connection, driven
by current and former foster youth
with the assistance of other commit-
ted community members. It pro-
motes the participation of foster
youth in policy development and
legislative change to improve the
foster care system, and strives to im-
prove social work practice and child
welfare policy. CYC Chapters in
counties throughout the state identify
local issues and use grassroots and
community organizing to create
change.

It’s not all good news though. Re-
cruiting for qualified foster parents is
difficult because the actual cost to a
foster parent to care for a child is
more than they are reimbursed.

What you can do to help.

Ask your state legislators to vote for
AB 10. This bill would authorize
foster care payments to a relative.
Often a member of the extended

family has an emotional attachment
to the child and could provide a
home, but would need a little finan-
cial help. Relative placements are
generally more stable than foster
care.

Vote no on any ballot measure that
would change the state constitution
and allow money currently ear-
marked for specified social programs
to be used for any other purpose. An
amendment to divert Prop 10 money
has already qualified for the ballot
and an effort to divert mental health
funds is underway.

Encourage the Board of Supervisors
to continue their efforts to expand
access to food stamps. More chil-
dren are living in poverty in San
Diego than at any time in the last
decade. It may be good politics to
deny benefits, but it’s not good so-
cial or economic policy. Los Ange-
les is spending money to help all
eligible persons get the various so-
cial welfare benefits they are entitled
to and have found that this actually
reduces overall government costs.

Make a donation to the California
Youth Connection at 604 Mission
Street, Ninth Floor, San Francisco,
CA 94105. They are a 501(3) c tax
exempt charity.

Even a small donation lets foster
youth know you support them and
their goal of improving opportunities
for abused and neglected children.

Our thanks to Peggy for her presen-
tation.
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EthiGS ill BuSineSS 201 0 by Elana Levens-Craig

The San Diego East County Chamber
of Commerce, in collaboration with
Grossmont Union High School District
CTE/ROP Department, held their an-
nual Ethics in Business event at the
Ronald Reagan Center in El Cajon on
February 18, 2010.

Bonnie Dumanis, the current San
Diego County District Attorney,
served as the keynote speaker. This
annual event brings approximately 150
high school seniors together to learn
about ethics in the workplace. Twenty
five facilitators were placed at round
tables with the students to help guide
their conversation. Each group was
given an identical scenario to discuss
and the students were encouraged to
express their viewpoints.

As a first-time facilitator, I found this
event to be a great learning opportunity
for the students. FEach student’s up-
bringing, religious status, family dy-

namics, education, friendships and cul-
ture came into play. These differing
viewpoints were heard by all students
as they listened respectfully to their
peers speak.

Although ethics can be a tough subject
to teach, our students are forming their
own set of ethics each and every
day. We asked them thought provok-
ing questions such as: Can humans
always be ethical? How do you be-
have when no one is around? Can you
still be ethical and break the law? Can
your set of ethics change over time or
in different situations?

This initial discussion was then fol-
lowed by a fictional scenario that could
occur in any office setting. The stu-
dents were given discussion questions
during each part of the scenario as it
was presented. It was interesting to
see how different their opinions were
and it really opened their eyes to the

importance of trying to understand
how someone else might view a situa-
tion.

Spending time with high school sen-
iors who can think critically and listen
respectfully gives me hope for our fu-
ture generations.

This is a yearly event and I encourage
you to be a facilitator in the future. If
you are interested in participating in
this event next year, please e-mail me
at levenscraig@hotmail.com and I will
let the organizer know.

CALL
URT & JOANNA KENDALL

"MAKE THE KENDALL FAMILY YOUR HOME TEAMI"
619 449-6321 www.KendallHomeTeam.com

nity.

Each office Is independently owned and operated

information.

The Kendalls will donate $300 to the League at the
close of escrow (buyers and sellers). Call for further

League’s website www.lwv.org.

Keep in contact with your members of Congress. Get
email action alerts and respond to Congress before key
votes. Sign up for the Grassroots Lobby Corps at the

www.lwvesdc.org.

Your Community Your League

The East San Diego League is throwing a party to celebrate our
wonderful history, and to re-introduce ourselves to our commu-

The luncheon will provide a chance for our members to high-
light the value of membership in the League, and to share some
of their personal stories of achievement and leadership. Save
the third Saturday in April (April 17™) for an inspirational and
educational lunch with our members and their guests.

We are asking each member to bring a friend to lunch. Al-
though, we are very interested in reaching new members in our
local league feel free to invite a guest from outside our local
area. Look for more information and a place and time for the
luncheon in our next Voter, or check us out on line at
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{ JOIN nwgs,

Join LWV where citizens like
you are actively engaged in
effecting change on the local,
and national level

Visit the League online!

National: www.lwv.org
California: www.ca.lwv.org
County: http://sdcilo.ca.lwvnet.org
East County: www.lwvesdc.org
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INTERESTED IN JOINING THE LEAGUE OR MAKING A DONATION?

Please check one or more:

One-Year Individual Membership @$60.

Household (for two members who share an address) @ $85.

Full-Time Student @ $30.
I am unable to join the League at this time but enclose a contribution.
Please send me more information.

Your Name

Address

City, State, Zip

E-Mail address

Phone

Please make check payable to the League of Women Voters and return with this application to the
return address above. (Note: We send only League-related information and do not share our
mailing list.) For more information, call (619) 463-0243.




