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The League of Women Voters®, a non-partisan political organization, encourages informed and 

active participation in government, works to increase understanding of major public policy is-

sues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy 

  

 

President’s Letter by Joan Eisenhower 

October/November 
Calendar 
 

October 13, 5 pm – Board 

Meeting @ Helix Water 

District 

 

October 26, 11:30 am – City 

Lunch (See flyer) 

 

October 29, noon – First 

Education Study Meeting @ 

Helix Water District 

 

November 19, 11 am – Se-

cond Education Study 

Meeting @ Helix Water 

District  

 

November 19, 10 am – 

Board Meeting @ Helix 

Water District 

 

 

 

Now that the summer is behind us we can get down to the 

work we have ahead of us for the fall.  We are very excited to 

be participating in the National League study, “Role of the 

Federal Government in Public Education”.  There are several 

roles for our local League during the study process and our 

own Education Director, Elana Levens-Craig, has been work-

ing with the San Diego League committee to prepare the local 

Leagues to complete the consensus questions.  Elana will be 

the facilitator for our sessions. 

 

We will conduct our study sessions in October and November 

and respond to the consensus questions in November.  The 

National Committee will analyze the data from the consensus 

and write the position paper for LWVUS.  It is a wonderful 

opportunity for us to contribute on a national level. 

 

Please mark your calendars and participate in the study on 

October 29 at noon and November 19 at 11 a.m. at the Helix 

Water District.  We will be conducting the East San Diego 

County study sessions on Saturdays with the hope that we 

will have a greater turn out.  As an extra incentive, lunch will 

be provided!  You can expect to receive a phone call reminder 

a few days prior to the first session. 

 

I would also like to remind our active members that all dues 

should be paid by the end of October.  Thank you to all mem-

bers who have already paid.  I will be sending out reminders 

to those who have not responded.   

 

I am looking forward to seeing all of you at the Education 

Study sessions. 



The Voter                                                                                                                                Page 2 

 

This is a reprint of an article from the City League Newsletter. 

 

WHY ARE LEAGUERS ACROSS THE COUNTRY STUDYING THE FEDERAL ROLE 

IN PUBLIC EDUCATION? 

 

We all know that local Leagues study public 

education issues.  For example, the LWVSD 

at the last annual meeting adopted a position 

on Early Childhood Education based on 

three years of study of the issue. 

 

League members are aware that the Califor-

nia state government has the principal re-

sponsibility to provide for the public educa-

tion of all its students.  Recognizing that 

fact, the LWVC undertook an update of its 

educational positions in 2004. 

 

That study motivated California’s delegates 

to the last LWVUS convention to lead the 

push for the adoption of the current national 

item, the Role of the Federal Government in 

Public Education.  The majority of delegates 

to that convention agreed with the California 

delegation that the LWVUS has not kept 

pace with the growing importance of federal 

activities in public education, and a new 

LWVUS consensus needed to be developed 

around the major issues facing public educa-

tion in the United States today.  Joanne 

Leavitt, from the LWV Santa Monica, be-

came the co-chair of this national study.  

She had been the chair of the LWVC updat-

ed study of education. 

 

The LWVUS has actively supported public 

education since it was founded.  At the pre-

sent time, the LWVUS is working on several 

positions on education that were adopted by 

national consensus in previous years.  A 

short summary of these positions follows: 

 INTEGRATION “The League is com-

mitted to racial integration of schools as 

a necessary condition for equal access to 

education.  Bussing became one of the 

means of achieving school desegrega-

tion. 

 QUALITY EDUCATION “The 1974-75 

LWVUS program included the phrase 

‘equal access to…quality education’ re-

flecting League recognition that ‘equali-

ty’ and ‘quality’ are inseparable.” 

 TUITION TAX CREDITS “The 1978 

convention directed the national board to 

oppose tax credits for families of chil-

dren attending private elementary and 

secondary schools.  The League is con-

cerned about the negative impact that tu-

ition tax credits would have in the public 

schools by encouraging flight, particu-

larly from desegregated schools.” 

 FEDERAL PROGRAMS “The League 

supports a range of federal education 

programs.  Some are designed to meet 

the special needs of the poor and minori-

ties.  Others are designed to give women 

and minorities equal educational oppor-

tunities.” 

 TITLE IX “In 2003 the League respond-

ed to an effort to scale back Title IX” 

(the women’s equity in sports law). 

 

For a more complete list of the many activi-

ties that the LWVUS has taken on education 

issues, Google League of Women Voters 

United States Education Positions or click 

on 

http://www.lwv.org/AM/Template.cfm?Sect

ion=Home&TEMPLATE=/CM/ContentDis

play.cfm&CONTENTID=14208 

 

Fran Venn, Education Committee 

 

Enclosed in this newsletter are the consensus 

questions that we will be studying this fall.  

See the calendar for meeting dates. 

http://www.lwv.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Home&TEMPLATE=/CM/ContentDisplay.cfm&CONTENTID=14208
http://www.lwv.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Home&TEMPLATE=/CM/ContentDisplay.cfm&CONTENTID=14208
http://www.lwv.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Home&TEMPLATE=/CM/ContentDisplay.cfm&CONTENTID=14208
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LONG TIME LEAGUE MEMBER 

EMMELINE ELLIS PASSES AWAY 

 

 

Emmeline Ellis died at the age of 90 on July 

10, 2011.  Emmeline had been a member of 

the East San Diego County League of 

Woman Voters since her retirement from her 

Social Services work at San Diego County 

in the 1980s.   

 

She discovered her passion for social work 

while with the Red Cross so she studied at 

Washington University in St. Louis, then 

returned to Wyoming, where she was born, 

as a state child welfare worker.  She is sur-

vived by her husband Al, two children, and 

three grandchildren. 

 

In League Emmeline served on committees 

that were health or education related.  She 

and Ruth Collins and Helen Morey prepared 

the VOTER for mailing for many years.  We 

miss all of them. 

 

 
 

LEAVING A LEGACY 

 

Including the League of Women Voters Ed-

ucation Fund in your will is among the easi-

est ways to offer support of the LWVEF's 

work for years to come. We suggest the fol-

lowing language to include the League as a 

beneficiary of a will or trust: " I give, devise,

 and bequeath to the League of Women Vot-

ers Education Fund, a charitable organiza-

tion formed in the District of Columbia, with 

offices at 1730 M Street, NW, Washington, 

DC, 20036, {the sum of $___ } {___ per-

centage of my residuary estate}." If you al-

ready have a will, you can have your attor-

ney add a codicil to include the LWVEF. 

After you've added the League, please con-

tact the Development office by email so we 

can list you as a member of our Carrie 

Chapman Catt Legacy Society. 

 

 
 

YOUR CURRENT BOARD MEMBERS 

 

Officers: 

 

President  Joan Eisenhower 

Vice President  Marietta Lassaline 

Secretary  Donna Bartlett-May 

Treasurer  Anita Reith 

 

Directors: 

 

Health   Olive Ball 

Natural Resources Pat Misner 

Education  Elana Levens-Craig 

Program  Marietta Lassaline 

Membership  Joan Eisenhower 

Voter Editor  Donna Bartlett-May 

Webmaster  Donna Bartlett-May 

 

New Facts for Voter booklets have been 

printed.  Please contact Donna Bartlett-May 

if you would like a hard copy or a digital 

copy. 

 

Her email is dbartlettmay@aol.com 

 

      SMARTVOTER, your resource for election information at  

                                smartvoter.org 

 
 

 

mailto:development@lwv.org

















